
 

 

 

PRE-OPERATIVE INSTRUCTIONS FOR MOHS SURGERY 

 

 This procedure usually takes two to three hours.  The surgery is done in an in-office 

surgery room under local anesthesia.  Local anesthesia will not impair mental alertness.  

However, if possible, it is advisable to have someone drive you to and from the office.   

 

 Take a shower prior to your visit to the office on the day of surgery. 

 

 Do not apply makeup or lotion to the skin around the area of the skin cancer on the day 

of surgery.  

 

 If you are currently taking Coumadin, Warfarin, Plavix, Xarelto, or any aspirin or aspirin-

containing medications (Advil, Ibuprofen, etc.), make sure to let us know. 

DO NOT DISCONTINUE ANY OF THESE MEDICATIONS WITHOUT SPEAKING WITH 

YOUR PRESCRIBING PHYSICIAN OR OUR OFFICE.  

You may take Tylenol (acetaminophen) for pain after surgery.  The wound will be “numb” 

for about two hours after surgery.  

 

 At the time of surgery, the skin around the skin cancer will be anesthetized by injection of 

a local anesthetic, then cleansed and covered with a sterile drape.  Dr. Collins will 

surgically remove all the visible skin cancer.  The removed tissue is processed by our 

Mohs technician and then examined by Dr. Collins under the microscope.  After the skin 

cancer has been completely removed, Dr. Collins may close the wound using surgical 

techniques appropriate for the size and location of the wound.  You also may be referred 

to an outside physician for closure.  Those arrangements will typically be made prior to 

your surgical appointment.   

 

 A pressure dressing will be applied to help control bleeding.  You must restrict activities 

for the first 24 hours after surgery; limit strenuous activity, bending over at the waist, and 

lifting.  If possible, elevate the surgical wound above chest level and apply a dry cold 

pack after returning home.  Sutures will be removed 6-14 days after Mohs surgery.  

 

 Most skin cancers change very slowly, so it may be acceptable to wait several weeks 

before having your surgery.    
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